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A comparison of Sichuan and Yunnan tea transportation
and marketing in Qing Dynasty

ZHANG Qian
( Sichuan Tourism University Chengdu Sichuan 610100 China)

Abstract: Sichuan and Yunnan are both important tea producing areas in China. In the Qing Dynasty Chuan
tea was taxed and traded following quota and region system categorized as borderland hinterland and chief-
tain ruled regions. The majority of the Chuan tea was mainly transported to the ethnic areas such as Tibet

Qinghai and Gansu. The Qing government levied taxes on Yunnan every year. In addition to the consumption
in the local province Yunnan tea was sold to Tibet Sichuan South and Southeast Asia. The trade of Sichuan
tea and Yunnan tea in Tibet was of political and economic significance. Wider area and more influence of Yu-
nan tea trading came from the different trading rules between Sichuan tea and Yunnan tea and pioneering
spirit of Yunan merchants in the Qing Dynasty. The analysis of the history and experience of the Sichuan and
Yunnan tea trade in the Qing Dynasty could promote the new development of the economy of contemporary Si—

chuan tea and Yunnan tea industry.
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