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Between tradition and modernity ; Bashu dietary life in Japanese
Travel notes in late Qing Dynasty and Early Republic of China

LUO Baochuan
(Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: At the end of Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the Republic of China, the dietary life in Bashu
region was between tradition and modernity, conservative and innovative, with distinct characteristics of the
times. Taking the Japanese travel record as the object of the study, one could glimpse the many faces of
Ba Shu’ s dietary life during the transition period. The records of the traditional and backward food and hy-
giene habits of the local people, the flourishing Bashu catering market, and the exchanges of Chinese and
western catering etiquette and customs all showed that the modern Bashu food and life are in a historical situa-

tion between tradition and modernity.

Key words: Late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China; Japanese travel notes; Bashu food life ; food cul-

ture
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